Long-term results of Goode's tympanostomy tubes in children.
The results of a retrospective study of the complications of middle ear ventilation by Goode's T-tubes in children are presented. 248 T-tubes were inserted into 119 patients. 16.9% progressed to spontaneous extrusion with a mean period of ventilation approaching 20 months. 54.9% of patients experienced otorrhoea which was found to be significantly more common in those ears with a mucoid effusion at the time of T-tube insertion. 21.1% of ears developed a persistent perforation where spontaneous extrusion had occurred or the T-tubes had been removed. Perforation also occurred more frequently in those with otorrhoea.